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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Post et al in view of Ichihashi. 

Post et al discloses an outboard motor comprising 
an engine 7, 

a propeller 8 to be driven by the engine, 

a drive shaft within drive shaft housing 6 for transmitting a driving force from the engine 

to the 

propeller, 

casing means 6 for supporting the engine and rotatably housing the drive 
shaft, and 

a cover formed by the cowl structure forming at least a part of an engine space housing 

the engine, 

the cover comprising 

a cover body made up of cowl structure 10-12 and 

a frame assembly 13 integrally fixed to inside surfaces of the cover 

body through bolts 52 and 97. 
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Post et al does not disclose that the cover body and the frame assembly are made of 
resin. 

Ichihashi discloses that the under cover 23 and the bottom cover member 54 can be 
made of resin. See column 3, lines 49-51 . In view of this teaching, it would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains to make both the frame assembly and the cover body 
of Post et al of resin. Motivation to do so is to provide a lighter outboard motor due to 
the cover member and frame assembly being made of resin as opposed to metal and to 
provide a cover and frame assembly more resistant to corrosion. 
The holding portions of claim 2 receives bolts 52 and bolts 97 of Post et al. 
The lower cover of claim 3 is 1 1 and the upper cover of claim 3 is 12, both of Post et al. 
As clearly shown in figure 2, the lower cover has flanges sealing against the lower edge 
of upper cover 12 and serving as fixing portions for the frame assembly by receiving 
bolts 52. 

The parts of the frame assembly of Post et al which function as a flange at a bottom 
periphery of the engine space are flanges 51 and 55 shown in figure 3. 
The lateral frame members of claim 6 are the upper frame members formed by the 
sides of intermediate frame member 15 and lower portions 53 and 54 of figure 3 of Post 
et al. The plurality of vertical frame members connecting the upper and lower lateral 
frame members are the vertical flanges receiving the bolts which connect the rear frame 
member and the intermediate frame member. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 5 and 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claim 5 is indicated as containing allowable subject matter because Post et al 
taken alone or in combination with any of the other prior art of record does not suggest 
or fairly teach an outboard motor as defined in claim 1 wherein frame members 
constituting parts of the frame assembly contact or engage a peripheral portion 

of a mounting case substantially constituting a bottom of the engine space, 
thereby constituting the bottom of the engine 
space within the cover body. 

Claim 7 and the claims depending therefrom are indicated as containing allowable 
subject matter because Post et al taken alone or in combination with any of the other 
prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest an outboard motor as defined in claim 
1 , wherein the cover has a cover body 

forming the engine space housing the engine, and drain passages extending from the 

inside of the cover body to the outside of the cover body, 

the drain passages having inlets facing the engine space and outlets 

facing the outside of the engine space, 

the inlets and outlets being provided in positions distanced vertically 
and also distanced laterally of the outboard motor. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Haman is cited to show the lower motor cover. Idzikowski is 
cited to show the cowls sections 32 and 34. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:00-2:30 ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). * 




sdb 
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